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COMING EVENTS
Sundays 9:30 am Worship (zoom)
Sundays 6 pm Adult Ed (zoom)
Mondays 5 pm Pickleball
Tuesday 7 am Study (zoom)
Wednesday Coffee Klatsch (zoom)
Wednesday Noon Study (zoom)
Sunday 1/24 at 11 am Budget & Report
Discussion (zoom)
Sunday 1/31 at Noon Annual Congregational
Meeting

Dear Central,

New Year New Beginnings

I've been thinking about St.
Joseph a lot during this Advent
and Christmas season. He and
I are very different people. In
all of the Bible, St. Joseph
never speaks a word; I, on the
other hand, probably talk too
much. The gospels show
Joseph wordlessly responding
to the will of God whereas I often go with shouting
and indignation at our God. I hope, however, that I
can emulate him in the way that he moved heaven
and earth to help Mary give birth to the savior of
the world.
As I go on
paternity
leave,
please pray
for me and
my growing
family. I'm
excited to
be back
with you
again,
sharing the
word of
God's promises and meeting our Lord at the table.
Who knows—we may even be meeting in person
by the time I'm back. I trust that our God will only
deepen my faith as I go into this new stage of life.

I, for one, will be more than happy to see 2020
fading out of site in the rear-view mirror. And while I
realize that new beginnings can occur whatever the
calendar date, there’s something cathartic about
hanging up a new calendar marking the beginning of a
new year. As in any new year resolutions will be made.
If your resolutions are anything like mine they revolve
around health (“I
resolve to actually
make use of my gym
membership.”), finance
(“I resolve to finally

Parental

pay off that credit card debt.”), and relationships (“I
resolve to make more time for my significant other,
kids, and grandkids.”). These are all noble goals but I
would like to suggest another resolution for the new
year: “I resolve to grow closer to God in the months to
come.”
In addition to regular worship and prayer I can think
of no better way to deepen your walk with Christ than
sustained, systematic study of God’s word. May I

leave

suggest the following: beginning this month I will be
offering a new adult classes focusing on the
fundamentals of our Lutheran faith. Beginning January
the 17th the 6:00 p.m. Sunday evening ZOOM class
will begin exploring the question of what it means to be
a Lutheran Christian. What do Lutherans believe about

Thank you all for a wonderful winter, and I will see
you around the beginning of March!

baptism, forgiveness, the Bible, and our place in the
world? These are a few of the topics and questions we
will be discussing. I hope to see you there as we

Pax et Bonum,

embrace a new year filled with new beginnings.
Ollie Bergh, Intern Pastor
Peace
Pastor Jeff
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January 17

As we begin the new year, I am wrapping up my term
as your church council President. I wanted to let you

ready - online or printed

know it has been my honor and privilege to serve

January 24

you. I have learned many new things about the
church, our members, and the people we serve.

11 am via Zoom

With the help of the other members of council we
have tried our best to make good decisions and
conduct church business. Despite Covid-19
drastically impacting our lives, our church community

January 30

has continued to serve those in need and we have
still been able to worship together. Well,

11 am via Zoom

worshipping together electronically, which is better
than nothing.
We have scheduled the annual meeting for January
31st. Before then we will be having a zoom meeting
to discuss the proposed 2021 budget and a chance
for you to ask questions about the committee
reports. We will also have a zoom practice session
to make sure everyone is able to not only join, but

January 31

participate in the annual meeting. Check the
newsletter for dates and times.

Noon via Zoom

Best wishes to you and your family for a Happy and
Healthy New Year.
Mark Vandergon, Council President
907-748-1807
Vanderma2019@gmail.com
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News

THANK YOU to Mike Padden, Zach Voris, the
Thorsness family, Betty Friest, Kathy Freeman,
Hilary Emmel, Steve & Jane Hanson, and Denny
& Judy Lynch for bringing in winter gear to share
with our neighbors in need.
World Hunger prints by Marianne Wieland are
available through the
Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church office. As in
years past, proceeds
from each $30 print are
donated to ELCA
World Hunger. Visit
their office Monday Friday, 10 am - 2 pm,
or contact Karen Voris for other options.

News

News

Committees, please submit annual report articles
to the Church office by Tuesday, January 12.
Communion Distribution - come by Central to
pick up a supply of Holy Communion elements for
use during Sunday worship services from your
home during the upcoming Sunday services. Need
delivery? Please call the Church office at 2771622.

2021 Offering Envelopes are now available in the
church office. You may pick up a box during
Church office hours, or contact Karen Voris if
you’d like a delivery option.
Our annual congregational meeting will be hosted
online via Zoom.us, as will several preparatory
events:
 next week we’ll send out electronic / PDF
copies of our Constitution and Bylaws with
some proposed changes and updates to match
the 2019 model constitution from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(printed copies will be available for pick up or
mailing upon request) that we’ll be able to
peruse for 30 days ahead of approving any
changes at the annual meeting
 Sunday, January 17, annual reports will be
available as a PDF / electronically, with
printed copies available for pick up or mailing
upon request.
 Sunday, January 24, at 11 am we will host a
zoom meeting to review and discuss the
proposed budget and committee reports.
 Saturday, January 30, at 11 am we will have a
zoom practice session for anyone needing a
little help or to make sure their system is
running prior to the big meeting
 Sunday, January 31, at Noon will be our
Annual Congregational Meeting

4

Alaska Native Lutheran Church’s Pastor Lisa
Hackler is looking for any media (VHS tapes,
cassette recordings, DVDs or digital recordings
from people’s cell phones or Facebook) of singing
or faith stories from ANLC members or members
of the Seward Peninsula cluster. Also, if anyone
has the ELCA Mosaic tape that focused on Alaska
Native churches, or any other ELCA tapes that
reference the Alaska Native people of the Lutheran
Church, that would be very helpful. Pastor Lisa is
attempting to create a historical digital archive of
ANLC & the Seward Peninsula Cluster as well as
collect material that
may be used for
online worship. If
you have any video
tapes or audio tapes
please let Kathy at
Central know or
contact Pastor Lisa
directly at anlcpastorlisa@gmail.com and
arrangements can be made to borrow your
material. Thank you so much!

A nearby church, New Hope Compassionate
Ministries, is seeking volunteers to assist with
their food bank and other opportunities. If you’ve
got time, or know of someone looking to share
their energy, consider looking over their website at
www.newhopeak.org

As noted on page two of this newsletter, our
intern pastor Ollie Bergh will be taking family
leave in January and February as he and wife Rev.
Erika Bergh look forward to welcoming their
daughter in the next week or two. We’ll see him
leading worship and studies again in Lent and
Easter.

The weekly Coffee Klatsch (usually at Kaladi
Brothers) is meeting via Zoom. Contact Hedric
Hanson at hansonhb@icloud.com for login
information.

THANK YOU to Trudy and Mike Williams for
delivering the Clare House dinner on Christmas
Eve.

Anthony Adams, who has served as youth
director for the combined youth groups of Central,
ANLC, and Lutheran Church of Hope, has
completed his two-year contract. The grant
funding that made the arrangement possible is
complete. When we’re able to resume in-person
gatherings, we’ll look to volunteers and staff to
organize activities, studies, and other programs.

THANK YOU to Bonnie Kragt, Marilyn
Martinson and Christa Burg for sponsoring the
Clare House dinner - Central members provide
the evening meal each fourth Thursday of the
month for the fifty women and children staying at
the Clare House shelter. Might you (and a few
friends or family members?) provide the dinner on
January 28?

Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
LSSA is working so hard, that they’re not able
to send out newsletter articles at this time. It’s
a lot to:
 run the food bank under new Covid safety
precautions,
 to continue providing services like
assistance with ID’s and gas vouchers and
bus passes and help with utility bills,
 to distribute funds for rent and mortgage
relief,

and to continue operating their transitional
living facility
They’re always welcoming donations of shelfstable foods (here at Central or directly at their
site), funds, and time (volunteers will be safely
distanced when working on site).


Together caring for others,
Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
1303 W. 33rd Avenue Anchorage, AK 99503
272-0643
www.lssalaska.org

Central Lutheran is praying for. . .
January ELCA Alaska prayer partner: Resurrection Lutheran Church, Juneau
Central members or close family of our members who’ve passed in the last year:
Don Dietz, Milford Knutson, former member Elna Evans,
Eric Johnsen (brother of Sue Tonkins), former member Dr. Luther Paine,
Dorothy Woodward (Robin Harris’s aunt), Nita Maurer (Erik Maurer’s mom), Julia Thorsness,
Rose Holte (mother of Dave Hillemeyer), Steinar Hansen,
Keith McCauley (brother-in-law of Dianne Hillemeyer), Gene Smallwood, Jack Monroe, Carol O’Malley,
former member Audrey Schommer, Jerry Nelson (brother of Bonnie Kragt)
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Women of the ELCA:
Central Lutheran
Women’s Monthly Gather Bible Study: Karen
Voris and Kathy Freeman invite Central ladies of
all ages and stages to join us in a Zoom study on
“second Mondays”. We’ll gather together from 7
– 8:30 pm on Mondays, next on January 11, on
Zoom.us using our Central meeting ID 963 8911
9335 and the same password as our other weekly
studies. We’ll use the study materials from the
recent issues of Gather magazine - which Kathy
can email or mail to you if you don’t have the
magazine handy.

“We are recommending a budget best suited for
our finances given the pandemic and the reduction
in income we’ve been receiving year after year,”
said Sara Larson, chairman of the churchwide
budget and finance committee.

Women of the ELCA: National
Women of the ELCA (WELCA) is the women’s
ministry organization of the ELCA. It is separately
incorporated and is not an auxiliary of the church.
It is financially independent and responsible for its
own financial affairs. Financial support comes
from individual and group offerings and gifts.
When you give to Women of the ELCA, you
support ministries that include our groundbreaking racial justice advocacy, our awardwinning publications, and so much more. Every
generous gift you make helps Women of the
ELCA continue to inspire, support, and mobilize
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director of Women of
the ELCA, writes:
With giving to the organization down
significantly, Women of the ELCA’s executive
board adopted a 2021 budget that will change the
staff configuration. The new staffing model was
announced on Dec. 16. Eight of 10 on staff will
move to part-time positions on Feb. 1, and two will
remain full-time.

“For many years, we have been trying to get by
and making ways for there not to be staff cuts,” she
added. “However, we cannot continue to operate
in this manner. We have to come up with a new
plan.”
NEW STAFFING MODEL
In announcing the new staffing model, Bushkofsky
said, “I see the time between January and August
as allowing focused strategic thinking about how
the organization will meet its mission in the future
and what staffing arrangement will best serve the
organization into that future. That strategic
thinking will build upon the work already
accomplished by the churchwide executive board
during the 2017-2020 triennium.”
“What staffing will look like come September 1,
2021, is unknown, beyond the work of the
executive director, editor of Gather, and managing
editor of Gather,” Bushkofsky said.

Strategic thinking by the board and staff will
inform future staffing decisions, she said. Over the
next several months, additional information will
also become available to assist in making those
Executive Director Linda Post Bushkofsky
and Gather Editor Elizabeth Hunter will keep their staffing decisions, such as 1) actual revenue
received in FY2020, 2) the pandemic trajectory,
full-time jobs. The remaining eight positions will
and 3) revenue received in quarters one and two of
go part-time, with seven of those positions
FY2021.
continuing through the end of August 2021.
Gather‘s managing editor Sarah Carson will work
Reprinted from https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/
part-time indefinitely. The board, in a special
news/with-giving-down-women-of-the-elca-forced-tomeeting Dec. 5, approved a 2021 budget of
make-staff-changes
$1,636,250, a 31 percent decrease from the 2020
budget.
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Stephanie Bauer and Royce Williams
Ingrid and Howard Thomas
Vicki and John Novak
Kathy and Gene Dale
Rae and Kaare Elde
Anne McCormick 1/1
Pam Tesche
1/2
Veronica Wagner 1/3
Sue Tonkins
1/5
Eileen Kemink
1/5
Frederick Tesche 1/6
Cathie Nicolet
1/7
Bob Voris
1/8
Sophia Hylen
1/9
James Emmel
1/9
Dale Huelskoetter 1/9
Jane Hanson
1/11
Craig Carlson
1/12
Aiden Bruno
1/12
Matthew Amundsen 1/13
Steven Hanson
1/14

Britta Helm
1/14
Betsy Cooper
1/14
Mariah Graham
1/15
Karsten Hall
1/15
Whitney Vogel
1/18
Laura Paulson
1/18
Ingrid Kelly
1/19
Andreas Nordgaard 1/19
Adam Bryant
1/19
Sandra McKinney 1/20
Ann Solberg
1/20
Sharon Phillips
1/21
Marcia Brown
1/21
Madeleine Bulkow-Macy 1/22
Nelson Priddy
1/23
Muriel Furman
1/24

Edward Sanders
Fredrik Lyle
Lori Boecker
Lise Falskow
Nicole Soiseth
Michael Graham
Katelyn Zernia
Timothy Thorsness
Robert Kiesel
Anna Boltz
Jan Adasiak
Dexter Bahn
Lindsay Brown
Haddi Lofgren
Brogan Nieder

1/24
1/25
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/29
1/30
1/30
1/31
1/31
1/31

Directory Updates
Sorry, directory updates are not posted in our online edition.
Members, please contact the church office
for directory information.
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In the New Year, Kathy will
be asking members and friends
to send in updated photos for
the photo directory - we’ll
want to recognize each other
when next we meet!

1/3
1/4
1/5
1/6
1/7

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ
I write to you with thanksgiving! This has been a
rough year for all of us. It has also been a rough
year on foreign missions. Missionaries could not
be sent overseas because of the Coronavirus.
the funds will become available. The beauty of
However, this year has been a blessing to the
this project is that we don’t need to send someone
church and its organizations also. Out of necessity over to supervise the work program. They can do
the church had to develop new strategies to carry that themselves. All they need is the building
on its ministry and mission. The same is true of
materials. We rejoice and thank God because we
the Kuwaa Mission. The Mission had to develop know that God’s people will provide.
new strategies to keep the Mission going forward.
The Mission was blessed because the goal, as
reported by Stan Olsen, of at least one well in each
town was completed. Thanks be to God for the
dedication of Stan. While the wells and hospital
were being built, a few Kuwaa men were trained.
Two months ago, at a Board of Directors meeting,
it was discovered that the work to help the Kuwaa
people rebuild their infrastructures could still go
forward. Bishop Jensen, Pastor Paye, and Mr.
Sami Zinna joined the Zoom Board meeting. The
Board learned that there were other projects that
could be done under the supervision of one of
their own people.

From a War Tattered Building to this Newly
Constructed Brick Building

The first thing they requested was that the Mission
provide the funds to finish putting up an internet
tower. That was easily accomplished. Now Pastor
Paye can keep in contact with the Evangelists in
each town. The next thing that they requested was
a Solar Energy System so that they could conduct
adult education classes. Funds are available to
accomplish this project. Again we thank God for
providing the funds.

This program is an answer to prayer because we
don’t have to send anyone to Liberia with the
Coronavirus raging. This is another reason to
thank the Lord. Another reason the Kuwaa
Mission asks you to celebrate with Thanksgiving
is for all the brothers and sisters who have helped
and/or supported the Mission’s work, and for
those who are or will be helping and/or supporting
the work program. You have and/ or will make it
possible to help the Kuwaa people to have better
physical and spiritual lives.
Your brother in Christ,
Dick Thompson,
Co–founder of the Kuwaa Mission

The third project they suggested was the
remodeling and rebuilding of the churches and
schools destroyed by the Civil War. The Board
said that they could do this project also if the
funds come in to buy the materials needed to
rebuild the buildings. The Board is confident that

Your contributions to the Kuwaa Mission are
tax-deductible. We are a 501c3 non-profit
organization. Our tax ID number is 27-5458111
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Central Lutheran Church is Here for You! We want to include you in our prayers, arrange for pastoral
visits and announce information to the congregation, when appropriate. Please notify the church office
(277-1622) as soon as possible when:
 A member of your family or a friend dies;
 Hospital or home visitation would be a blessing;
 You or someone you know wants to plan a baptism or wedding;
 You or someone you know is ill or grieving;
 You move or change your telephone numbers or email.
Please contact the church office if your address has changed
or you no longer wish to be on our mailing list. Thank you!

Central Lutheran Prayer Chain will sincerely pray for your needs, joys and
sorrows. Our prayer chain always welcomes new links. If you would like to
contact the prayer chain with a prayer request or become a part of the chain,
please contact Karen Emmel at 952-7657 or akaskaemmel@gmail.com
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