Welcome to online zoom worship!
Central Lutheran Church: Called to Share God's Love.

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge
that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Sunday, September 13, 2020

15th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
Prelude

“He’s Got the Whole World”

arr. Marilynn Ham
Debbie Pankow

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presider begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven
in the name of † Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world. Amen.

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20
Jonah 3:10--4:11; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16

Thank you to our worship leaders today:
Presider & Sermon:
Children’s Sermon:
Lector:
Psalm:
Pianist:
Singers:

Rev. Jeff Hackler
Ollie Bergh, intern pastor

Sharon Jones
Debbie Pankow
Ollie Bergh, David Braun, Anna Broadway, John Bulkow, Lisa Bulkow,
Letty Jocius, Sharon Jones, Tai Wai Li, Lisa B. Nelson, Karen Voris
Video Editing:
Kathy Freeman
Anthem Recording:
Ollie Bergh
Anthem Music Editing: John Bulkow
Special Music:
Hiroko Harada, violin
Tai Wai Li, piano accompaniment
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Gathering Hymn ELW # 834

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Kyrie ELW Setting Two
♫ In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

ELW pp. 120-21

♫ For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
♫ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
♫ Lord, have mercy.
♫ For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. ♫ Lord, have mercy.
♫ Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Hymn of Praise ELW Setting Two

ELW pp. 122-23

continues
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Salutation
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.
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WORD
First Reading
Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as
an opportunity to do good and save many lives.
15

Realizing that their father was dead,
Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” 16So they approached Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg
you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now
therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his

brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.”
19
But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even
though you intended to do harm to me,
God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is
doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself
will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Psalm 103: 8-13
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Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, ║
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
9
you will not al- | ways accuse us, ║
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
10
You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, ║
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
11
For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, ║
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12
As far as the east is | from the west, ║
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13
As a father has compassion | for his children, ║
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.
Second Reading
Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us
and will judge each of us.
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1

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but
not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. 3Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God has welcomed them.
4
Who are you to pass judgment on
servants of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than
another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. 6Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since
they give thanks to God; while those who

abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and
give thanks to God.
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do
not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord;
so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the
living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your
brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will
all stand before the judgment seat of God.
11
For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.”
12
So then, each of us will be accountable
to God.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting Two

ELW p. 124
Please stand.

Choir Anthem
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
arr. Curtis Hansen
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care; Tai Wai Li, director
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare:
Lisa Bulkow, flute
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, Seek us when we go astray:
continues
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear, O hear us when we pray.
next page
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Early let us seek Thy favor; Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior, With Thy love our bosoms fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Gospel
Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
21

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if
another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many
as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
24
When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay,
his lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made.
26
So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for
him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. 28But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of

his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he
said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’
30
But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt.
31
When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all
that had taken place. 32Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33Should
you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in
anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
35
So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Message
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Please be seated.
Ollie Bergh
Rev. Jeff Hackler

Hymn of the Day ELW # 606

“Our Father, We Have Wandered”
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
We Ask Your Prayers for:
Shishmaref Lutheran Church, Shishmaref; Alaska Native Lutheran Church
Pam Arthur, Jan Beverlin, David Bjorkquist, Al Boecker, Lisa Boecker, Lori Boecker,
Yvonne Boecker, Erik Bryant, Mike Carson, Charlene Chanonto, Betsy Cooper, Geneva Cowen,
Gino di Cervo, Ron Flugum, Dixie Foley, Shannon Foley, Harry Griffin, Reidun Hansen,
Glenda Hanson, Greg Huff, Allen Knapp, Pete Kropidlowski, Ed & Donna Luiten,
Keith McCalley, Jay Meyer, Arne & Norma Mjolsnes, Russell Mjolsnes, Val Pace, Deb Popiel,
Marlene Rapp, Karen & Bob Voris, David Wright
Please pray for the families of those who’ve died:
Anita Maurer (Erik Maurer’s mother), Julia Thorsness, Rose Holte (mother of Dave Hillemeyer)
Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
MEAL
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Offering
Offertory

“Stay With Me”

Please be seated.
by Jacques Berthier
Debbie Pankow

Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us
these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish
us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a
suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
9 Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
It is indeed right, . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus ELW Setting Two

ELW p. 130

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
† Invitation to Communion †
This is not Central’s table, not a Lutheran table;
this is God’s table, and you are all welcome.

Please be seated.

Communion
We will bless the communion bread and wine during today’s worship service, and these
will be available for members and friends to pick up for use when worshiping from
home in the coming weeks. Please see the announcements page at the end of the
10
bulletin for more details.

Lamb of God ELW Setting Two

Communion Hymn ELW # 469
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ELW p. 135

“By Your Hand You Feed Your People”

Please stand. The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
SENDING
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place,
nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all
who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led
by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Called to Share God’s Love
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH VISION
Living out God's Grace and Love through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CORE VALUES
We are a congregation that
- is open to all,
- values a community of all ages,
- is grounded in scripture and sacrament.
- nurtures individual gifts,
- believes that everyone has something to offer,
- values involvement in the greater community,
- supports all in the challenges and celebrations of their lives,
as God meets us where we are.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-707008. ELW Prayers, Psalm, ELW Setting Two
Liturgy from SundaysAndSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS006123. “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts,
1807–1876. Public domain. “Our Father, We Have Wandered” Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929–2006. Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750. Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy,
Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under permissions guidelines at http://www.icelweb.org/copyright.htm. “By Your Hand You Feed Your People” Text: Susan
R. Briehl, b. 1952. Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A707008. “O Christ, Our Hope” Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th century; translated by John Chandler, 1806–1876. Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480–1561. Public
domain. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sending Hymn ELW # 604

“O Christ, Our Hope”

Blessing
Mothering God, Father † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of
truth and life. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

“Holy City”

by Steven Adams
Hiroko Harada, Tai Wai Li

TODAY:
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday
FOOD DRIVE to benefit LSSA’s Food
Pantry: Please plan to drive-by Central’s
parking lot between 11 am and 1 pm on
Sunday, September 13, to donate boxed
foods, canned goods and more. (Watch
for our October service project, collecting
items for hygiene kits.)

Wanted: help to repair the orange picnic
table in our play yard. A good pressure
wash and application of new paint on all
three tables before fall would be a great
blessing.
Come and play pickleball! All ages and
ability levels welcome. Mondays at 5 pm
in our lower parking lot.
May 2 - October 24, the Anchorage
Farmers’ Market will be in the Central
Lutheran parking lot each Saturday,
9 am – 2 pm.
Central Lutheran invites you to continue
to support Central’s ministries and
facility through giving, as you are able.
Donations are accepted via mail, drop-off
during office hours, and online at
www.centluth.org/giving.

Wanted: cookies! Mmmmmm. May be
store bought or homemade, delivered to
church on Wednesday 9/16. We'd like
some oreos (vegan), some gluten free,
and some regular varieties. The plan is to
include a ziplock of cookies in each "TakeOut Church" box going to ELCA middleand high- school youth group members
across the Anchorage area. One hundred
boxes are planned, with each church
providing a few of the box contents, and
we're on cookie duty.
A message from your resident Faith
Community Nurse: Flu Shots are now
available locally and I am pleading with
you to don your mask and venture out of
your bubble for this important prevention
action. 2020 is complicated enough
already, please take this important step to
protect yourself and our community from
the influenza season. I’m proud of the
precautions Central is observing and wish
all of you good health and some daily
outdoor adventures.
Thanks, Dahna Graham R.N FCN
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We expect that the Church offices will be open most weekdays, regular schedule. Please
use the doorbell upon arrival.
Sunday 9/13
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
10:45 am Sunday School for kids via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
11 am - 1 pm FOOD DRIVE canned and boxed food collection (Central’s parking lot)
3:30 - 4:30 pm Confirmation Class via Zoom.us meeting ID 808 803 438*
6 pm Adult Ed Class “God, Trust, and Moral Injury” via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
Monday 9/14
1 - 3 pm Communion Pick-up
5 pm Pickleball in the lower parking lot - open to all!
Tuesday 9/15
7 am Early Morning Bible Study via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
10 am - Noon Communion Pick-up
1:30 pm Central staff meeting
Wednesday 9/16
9 am Coffee Klatsch via Zoom.us (contact Hedric Hanson for details)
Noon Lectionary Text Study via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
4 - 6 pm Communion Pick-up
6 pm Music recording session for Worship Service
Thursday 9/17
10 am - Noon Communion Pick-up
Friday 9/18
1 - 3 pm Communion Pick-up
Saturday 9/19
9 am - 2 pm Anchorage Farmers’ Market (upper parking lot)
Sunday 9/20
9:30 am WORSHIP SERVICE via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
10:45 am Sunday School for kids via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
6 pm Adult Ed Class “God, Trust, and Moral Injury” via Zoom.us meeting ID 963 8911 9335*
* password for meeting is in our weekly email, or call the Church office for it *

